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SUBJECT: Meeting with President Thieu: Redeployments. 
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1. I informed President Thieu of the President's plan to announce 
that we will withdraw an additional 20,000 troops by July 1. The 
President plans to do this at a brief talk at 9:00 p. m. , Wednesday, 
April 26, Washington time (10:00 a. m. , April 27, Saigon time). 

I said that General Abrams will have flexibility about withdrawing 
men during this period; we thus hope to have maximum flexibility 


while maintaining military capabilities at an acceptable level. I 
pointed out the importance of maintaining the momentum of the troop 
withdrawal program in order to sustain strong support for our efforts 
on behalf of the GVN. The fact that we can continue to withdraw 
ground forces in the face of an all-out offensive by the enemy will 
increase confidence in the U. S. in the Vietnamization program. 

2. Thieu had no objection to the program and simply made note of 
th^ fact that the U. S. force level will be 49, 000 on July 1. 


3. Warm regards. 


BUNKER 
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